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Delivering the Message

Message from the Sergeant Major

Hello All,

From Happy Halloween
right into Happy Thanksgiving!
I hope this newsletter finds all
of you healthy, happy and
looking forward to the Holiday
season. We have had several
FRG sponsored events over the
last few weeks and | am very
pleased to see JCU families
getting together and enjoying
each others company. | didn’t
get to stay for the Disney on
Ice show but | did get to visit
with some of the JCU families
prior to the event and there
were lots of smiles to go
around; and that is the main
reason for these events. Also,
the Halloween party / Haunted
House held on the compound
was a huge success again this
year, everywhere | looked |

saw a scary face (Jeff Carlson)
and a bunch of very happy
children. With our
organization’s fast paced
tempo, taking time to slow
things down and visit with each
other, while difficult to do, is
paramount to the fundamental
well being of the organization
and its families.

Enough about the past, let’s
focus on the months ahead; the
JCU FRG and SOCA are
working very hard on several
up-coming events that are sure
to provide lasting memories
and provide all that participate
with loads of fun. The first of
which is the 13" Annual JSO
10K run / 5K walk on
November 13, 2009 and its
associated events; lastly, if you
can’t make it to the race or the

SEE
YOU
ALL
AT
THE
RUN

social, please try to come out to
Wilson Park (just down from
the compound) after the race
for the awards ceremony and
BBQ lunch at 11:30. Looking
forward to next month, we
have the Children’s Christmas
Party as well as the unit’s 29th
Annual Holiday Party.
Basically what I’'m trying to
say is we have loads of
opportunities coming up to get
together as a Unit / FRG and |
sincerely hope that all of you
will take full advantage of
these opportunities. OH
YEAH, the Troops have been
doing a great job.
Take Care

~ Steve

United States Marine Corps
234th Birthday
November 10, 1775 - 2009
“Semper Fi”
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Happy Halloween folks! Thanks to
everyone who came out to our Troop
burger-burn. Lori and | were happy to sit
and chat with all of you and we look
forward to doing it again. | know it is
tough to allocate your off-duty time
especially as our schedules have been so
full lately. The last four weeks have been
extremely busy as the guys press on with
training events.

Our month started with Bridge Rail
where the guys did an excellent job
working on the meat and potatoes of what
we do here. They quickly picked up on
the requirements and performed
admirably. We started getting ready for
our training event on the USS Truman,

but had to drop back and
punt when we discovered
they were resurfacing the
flight deck. It’s kind of
hard to install antennas on a ship when
you can’t access the surfaces; wish they
had told us that earlier in our planning.
That was actually a good thing, as it
allowed us to facilitate aircraft training
we had almost lost. We got to put our
new truck drivers to use ferrying
equipment back and forth from
Charleston so that is a validation of sorts.

As | sit here, the men are out at the range
working on their weapons skills. They
are getting rained on, but | wish | were
with them. | don’t get the opportunity to
train with you all as much as | would
like, but what | do get to see speaks
volumes for your abilities and dedication.

B-Troop is doing well. They just returned from a very
successful trip and are all enjoying some well deserved
down time. Bryan will be back in the newsletter next

month.

One month down and a few more to
go. These things are always short from
the troop that is deployed and | could
never figure out why. Well, now | know.
There are so many great things going on
it is really too hard to list them all in the
little bit of space that Dookie gives us...
So blame Dookie (just kidding of course).
I guess there isn’t a lot that | can say
other than that the guys are all doing
great things all over the place out here. |
would like to apologize to the
Commander for not getting our logo out
there like he thought it would be, but
there is still time.

I would like to take a moment to thank
all the spouses back home, keeping things
together while we are out here taking it
easy. We work a few hours, eat, sleep &
repeat. You guys have everything else
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under control. Taking care of the house,
the bills, getting kids ready for school,
checking homework, taking care of sick
kids and some of you doing it while you
are sick yourselves and some with babies
that aren’t even sleeping through the
night yet. | am a firm believer that your
jobs are significantly harder than ours.
Thank you for everything YOU guys do.

| failed to mention a few promotions
over the last few months so
congratulations to Brent and Ed on their
promotions. Brent got promoted before
he deployed and Ed while we were out
here, but we will hold the ceremony for
Ed when we return.

I am not going to forget birthdays and
anniversaries this month either. Happy
birthday to Chuck and Roy and Happy
anniversary to the Borden’s and Mathis’

Next week we are off to Massachusetts
where we will refine our core tasks and
ultimately end up validating our training.
I am sure things will go well; the men are
ready and, | am sure, will exceed all
expectations.

With the chronic manpower shortages
we deal with everyday, the most
important occurrence in A-Troop is the
inclusion of new members.  Happy
Birthday to Samuel Joseph Cade!
Samuel was born on 3 October at 11:11
AM. He weighed in at a robust 7 Ibs. 15
0z. Welcome to A-TROOP!

~ Travis

Above: 1SG Broussard presents a G-Troop
gift to ITC Darren Thornton at a departure
luncheon held on 28 OCT 09

families.

Halloween will be over by the time this
goes out, hope you all had a good night
out trick or treating. And by the time this
hits the press, all the stores will have their
Christmas decorations out. We are on
track out here as well, | have already put
in a request for the Seabee’s to build C-
Troop a manger for our live nativity! We
will REPEAT with the Jingle Stick!!!
From forward!!

Guess I’ll wrap this up for the month
of November with one more little note.
Ladies, be careful if you try to deep fry a
turkey, check it on YouTube; it can be
very dangerous... but the videos are
funny.

Talk to you next month.
~ Millsy
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As the weather changed from Summer
to Fall, so did October bring changes in D
-Troop. Ever vigilant of our dynamic
nature, we hail SFC Vanessa Moak back
from her deployment. She takes her place
as the D-Troop Det-B Chief. We also hail
ET1 Joe Kusy who, understanding the
challenge to be the best is not fulfilled
simply by emulation, cross decked from
A-Troop to join the prestigious ranks of
the chosen few. Alas we must bid a fond

Tony has been having a rough time this
month. We thought we had seen the low
point of Tony’s emotions after the
Washington Redskins lost to the Detroit
Lions. We had no idea just how emotional
Tony could be until the Redskins dropped
games to Carolina, Kansas City and
Philly... Lucky for us Washington gets a
bye for the last week of October. Dan,
Gama, Mike and Sam spent a week
becoming Ixia Test Engineers and are
battling it out to determine who is going to
be the Lead Ixia Test Engineer for E
Troop. Sergio returned from his rotation
and headed out for some well deserved
leave. McLovin headed out for his own
rotation and is busy doing great

G-Troop welcomes Pablo and Griselda
Guerra to the team. Pablo took over as
the SYSCON Detachment Chief on 5
Oct. It’s been a month now and, | think
he is finally settled in. He should be
doing something productive for the Troop
any day now. Relax Pablo I’'m joking...
not really.

As always | would like to recognize a
few people for what they accomplished in
the past month; Congrats to Vanessa
Moak as being selected the G-Troop
Service member of the Quarter, 3
Quarter 2009. Christopher Richter
received a DMSM for his great
accomplishments while in the unit. |
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farewell to one of the

finest Communicators to

ever serve in JCU. TSgt

Gary Rose departs our
hallowed halls for a few years to serve
with SOCCENT down in Florida. In the
famous words spoken by a T-100
terminator, Gary said “I’ll be back!” We
all shall sorely miss his bright and
shining presence the likes of which mere
mortals must avert their eyes lest they go
blind. A hearty congratulations to ETC
Jesus Castro for a well deserved
promotion. He is now a living part of one

things. Congratulations to

of the most honorable institutions in the
United States Navy; the Chief Petty
Officer. One of the great things about
JCU is its airborne nature.
Congratulations to SSgt Kevin Hudson
and SSgt Lawrence Jones on the
successful completion of ten satisfactory
airborne jumps. Both of these Marines
received the highly coveted and sought
after gold Navy and Marine Corps

P a r a ¢c h u t i s t
insignia.

S/F

~ Bruce
Gama

Rodriguez! He was not only selected as the
JCU Civilian of the 4" Quarter, but was also
selected as the JCU Civilian of the
Year. Dan has been a little down since Gama
has been trying to move in on his position as
E Troop’s “#1 GS”. Sean and Bryan are
spending the majority of the month traveling
around the US becoming subject matter
experts. Scott Hamilton is doing well in the
CNO Course and he is now over half way
through the course. Graduation is expected
to be December 10™. No pressure Scott, but
you better be paying attention! We’ve got an
oar and a whip for you when you graduate.

~ Chad

Right: No, not a rabid dog it’s DJ
Holly after he took a paintball shot to
the face. Did it taste good DJ?

don’t know what these mean but; Mike
Williams passed the CCIE Exam and Jeff
Ingraham passed the CCVP certification.
Chris Richter and Jeff Ingraham traveled
to Charlotte and claimed to do some work
so the govt paid for their trip. The AIS
Det trained some 2™ Fleet guys on how
IT stuff really works. Mike Fowler
actually jumped out of a plane. These are
just a few highlights, the Troop is
constantly going and it’s not going to
stop. Thanks for all the hard work team,
you too DJ.

On 28 October, Darren Thornton
received his coveted JCU Plaque and
going away gift from G-troop at

McKellars lodge. Darren has been
reassigned but will be coming back to
work for us in a few short months. Don’t
worry FRG, Sheri will still be around.
Thanks for all the hard work you have
done for us over the past 6 years “Thor”
and Sheri.

You guys at the forward locations, the
Holiday season is kicking off and most
people have some kind of baked goods
they love to have during this time. If you
want something sent out, let us know
what is and we’ll see what we can do.

Have a great Thanksgiving!
~ Dutch
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Well, Fall is finally here with the crazy up
and down temperatures and Thanksgiving and
Christmas are right around the corner. WOW!
Where did the year go? The mission hasn’t
slowed down one bit, but you would never
know it, it shows through the professionalism
and dedication of each M Troop team member
as they support the local and forward mission
teams. But, we know it could never happen
without the amazing support of our spouses
and families; you make the job worthwhile.

This month, the Force Mod shop would like
to welcome two great Americans to the
section. Glen Staples and Mike Munn are
now the 100 pound brains in the shop bringing
years of technical knowledge and experience
to assist with future communications
technology integration. The shop is working
on numerous projects one of which is the
newest most technologically advanced
communications vehicle that JCU has ever
operated. It should be in service by the end of
NOV.

EMS, the heart of M-Troop has been
stretched thin, but working like a full house.
Vince Olshove is still deployed and doing an

Hello everyone,

First of all we would like to welcome
the new addition to S&T team. Welcome
Ryan and Angie Miller to the Joint
Communication Unit. Ryan will be the
new SOROC instructor. SOROC Class
02-09 is finishing up with COMEX #3
and have been working extremely hard
learning the practical application of the
entire module. Class 02-09 will have one
more module to go before graduation on
15 December. Stan Sweeney and Chris

Right: Members of
G-Troop took a
little time to send
Darren Thornton
off with a bang,
literally. They had
a paintball war and
this was taken
before the melee
started

Page 4

amazing job. His hard work

and perseverance has paid

off. Olsh has done such a

great job that he gets to
request this month’s *‘Shop Floor Song’: The
Worst Day Since Yesterday by Fiogging
Molly. Eric Russell just returned from a trip
to paradise where he found time to get a tan
between all the long days and nights of hard
work installing a new site.  Folks were
amazed that so few did so much. Dana and
Adam Kelly are forward doing great things
making sure C Troop can accomplish all of
their missions. Jerry’s hard work is keeping
D-Troop looking good. | know Dee White
appreciates it. Darren and Steve Powell are
traveling all across the country keeping A
Troop running like a well oiled machine. The
guys at home station built four packages as
well as conducted B-Troop’s PMI and
maintained the never ending PMI shelf. Todd
did a great job instructing a group of
submariners on how to build their own
packages.

Motor pool, the Amazing Motor pool.
What can we say, so few team members doing
so much work? We’ll just say amazing. Mike
and Roger are deployed and will return at the
beginning of NOV. They’ve been keeping
everyone forward cool and with power as they

service all the HVAC systems and generators.
Andy, the master fabricator, has been single-
handedly holding down the shop as well as
designing and fabricating racks for critical
systems that were headed out the door. Great
Job Andy! Without the technical expertise of
Scott Knox the new communications vehicle
never would have been completed. He
worked long, frustrating hours to integrate a
capability onto a vehicle that had never been
done before in the history of industry.
Unbelievable — Great Job Scott!

It’s been another busy month for the
Logistics crew. The section formally known
as The Equipment Readiness Section (ERS) is
transforming to LRS the Logistics Readiness
Section by realigning key duties to better
support DoD’s Finest. End of year close out
has passed once again. The equipment comes
in and goes out to support the war fighters;
they do a fine job to make it seem so
seamless. Their hard work and dedication is
truly amazing! Earle just returned from
another successful trip to assist hand receipt
turnover. Mike is picking up some additional
duties as Olimpia preps for the hirth of a
future JCU member.

~ Mike C.

Highland Games November 24, 20009,
start thinking about your team

Kudel completed a jump with the
Germans for their German Jump
Wings. Congratulations to Stan

Sweeney on winning the “Spirit Award”
and honorary OPS Officer Cup of
Awesomeness for superior performance
over the past four months during the
“OPS Hot Dog Day Celebration”
ceremony. | hope everyone had a Happy
Halloween.

~ S&T

Right: CPT Ross Carkeet
is promoted to MAJ by
his Daughters Diana and
Madeline in a ceremony
held on 30 OCT 09
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Right; SSgt Joe Cade and Jessica
are the proud parents of Samuel
Joseph Cade. Samuel was born on
October 3, 2009 at 11:11 AM in
the Womack Army Medical
Center. He weighed in at 7 Ibs. 15
0zs. and was 19.3” long.

Above: Mr. Jason Bretzinger and Kristy are the proud parents of twins, Lillian
Diana and Austin Christopher Bretzinger. Lillian and Austin were born on October
24,2009 at 5:06 PM in the Cape Fear Valley Medical Center. Lillian weighed in at 4
Ibs. 7 0zs. and was 17.75” long. Austin weighed in at 5Ibs. 40zs. And was 19” long.

Thank you for the many survey results....your voice has been heard.

There was the highest interest in planning/attending a "Date Night" with your
spouses. There were many voices that thought it would be good idea to have the
troops plan the events on a rotation basis. Starting in January (since we already
have the JSOC Halloween party, Highland Games, 10K Run Social/Run, Adult
Christmas Party and Children's Christmas party coming up..) E troop will be hosting
a Date Night with more information to follow so watch the newsletter and emails.

We will be continuing our monthly evening social at the Annex. Please join us for
our next one on Tuesday, November 17" at 6:30pm. The Annex is a child friendly
environment so feel free to bring the kids along and enjoy some adult conversation.

One of our big fundraisers is coming up on Nov 13th, our 10K Run....you can
preregister for the run outside the Mini Mall, November 2-6, during the lunch
hours. 1SG Spencer will be taking registrations. We are looking for volunteers to
help the morning of the race with registration or “man” the water points. Please let
me know if you are interested in helping. There will be a social for the event,
courtesy of our sponsors, scheduled for Nov 12th at the Mash House, 6-10pm,
everyone is welcome.

Highland Games is scheduled for Nov 18th, 7-9am, Pope Field by the baseball
diamonds. Everyone is welcome to attend to cheer on their spouses/troops. It will
be early, but sure to be good competition.

Children's Christmas party, Dec 16th, 5:30-7:30pm, Round A Bout Skating on
Raeford Rd. We will have skating, pizza, drink, cookies, Santa, and goodie
bags. There were a number of concerns for those with young children.....there will
be an area that will have age appropriate plastic climbing toys and things to play
on. We will also have a coloring table and extra people available to watch the young
ones if you want to skate with or without your older ones. We will need an accurate
count as we get closer so please don't forget to RSVP if you plan to attend.

Thank you so much for your input...hope to see you at an event in the near
future!!

Michelle McLaughlin
mcljm4@aol.com
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ANNIVERSARIES

Jeanice & Joseph Wehner 5 NOV

Brent & Malissa Borden 10 NOV
Chip & JunChai Burguess 11 NOV
Todd & Marsha Spencer 15 NOV
Del & Gini Walker 15 NOV
Mike & Lisa Munn 18 NOV
Hernan & Carla Daffara 21 NOoV
Adrian & Ivana Williams 25 NOV
Jory & Jennifer Mathis 25 NOV
Rich & Denise McAlister 30 NOV
John & Una-Lee Sullivan 30 NOV

N\ e

UPCOMING VTC DATES
November 22nd
December 20th

Congratulations to David
Smith and Jared Schaffer for
winning the 2009 Holiday

Party Room Raffle. Both will
receive a free room courtesy
of the JCUAC

Please cut out the contact
numbers on the back page
and post near phone for
quick access if needed
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Left: The Special Operations
Communicators Association
President John Sullivan,
presents one of three 2009
SOCA Scholarship checks to
Renee Gunter, wife of TSgt
Jason Gunter from A-Troop

Right: The Special Operations
Communicators Association
Vice President Jim McKnight,
presents one of three 2009
SOCA Scholarship checks to
Susan Dover, daughter of MSgt
Jerry Dover from M-Troop

Farewell from CWO0O2 Marlin Waldron

It brings me great sadness to have to say
goodbye, but unfortunately my time here has
come to an end. It has truly been the best 5
years of my 18 year Naval career, and | take so
many valuable lessons and great
memories. From the all day long packing and
unpacking of vehicles and setting up
communications over and over again until we
had it down to the chalk outlines of some jumpers
body in the vehicle bay | will never forget any of
it. A special thanks to UGCT! You all have been
the best group of guys | have ever had the
pleasure of working with. | will miss my EC
brothers and all the good times we had when you
were home of course. You made my job easy
because you were all true professionals. | leave
EC in the very capable hands of Marcus Lewis. |
wish you all Fair winds and following seas. If you
ever need anything hit me up at
svdsrfr73@yahoo.com.

2009 CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY

DECEMBER 16, 2009
RSVP WITH MICHELLE McLAUGHLIN
BY DECEMBER 11, 2009

~ Fish

This section features a
current unit member. It is a RETRO JCU
look back before all of those
military regulations, haircuts
and discipline. Stay tuned for

the answer posted in next
months edition.

1]

. Page 6
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YN2 Harold Shamblin & wife Rachel (HHT)

CMSgt Kathryn Little & husband Daniel, child; Nick (Awaiting SOROC Class 1-10)
SGM John Harding & wife Roberta, children; William & Erin (M-Troop)

Mr. Ryan Miller & wife Angie, child; Alana (SOROC Instructor)

TSgt Gary Rose & wife Kali, children; Tyler, Jordyn & Riley AUG 04 - NOV 09 (D-Troop)
ITC Darren Thornton & wife Sheri, children; James, Natascha & Joshua NOV 03 - NOV 09 (G-Troop)
CWO2 (ETC) Marlin Waldron & wife Amy, children; Zachary, Nathaniel, Cole & Mason JAN 05 - NOV 09 (HHT)

Several JCU families took part in the free Disney on Ice special for |
the military, below are some of the pictures taken el ckey &

Below: Kyle & Katelyn
Roscoe

) ) Below: Jerry & Josh Baker
Above: Mary-Lee and Johnnie Sullivan

Above: Wanda & Wesley
Crawford

Left: Gracie, Donovan &
Ashlynn Holly

Answer to last months RETRO JCU ? (did you guess correctly?)

Last month’s RETRO picture is none other than 1SG Robert “They call
me DUTCH” Broussard, G-Troop Sergeant Major. During a sit down
interview, he had a few comments about the picture. He said “I would like
to thank Rhonda (my wife) for pulling out a picture of me and giving it to
Todd for the newsletter but because of her and Todd’s sneaky actions we
are not talking to each other. Thanks a lot Todd! Really, the retro picture
was taken around the same time Rhonda and | started dating... 1983. |
don’t know what she saw in me either but | am glad she found me”. Well
Dutch, we can’t imagine what she seen in you either, it had to be the sweet
feathered hairdo. Thanks To Dutch for being a good sport and to Rhonda
for sharing a little piece of his life with us.

Page 7
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Meet the SOROCers'of*'Class 02-09

Name: Tyler Reese

Rank / Service: E-6/USN

Enlisted: 13 Aug 2004

Birthday: 7 Mar 1985

Hobbies: Automotive, Music

Previous Assignment: USS John C. Stennis CVN-74
Goals/Expectations: Become the best communicator | can be

Name: Julian Walle

Rank / Service: SSG / USA

Enlisted: 4 Feb 2003

Birthday: 21 Jan 1984

Spouse name: Chi

Hobbies: Fishing

Previous Assignment: Ft. Hood, TX

Goals/Expectations: To achieve associates degree within next two years/expect some good and
intense training

Name: Christopher R. Farr

Rank / Service: IT1/USN

Enlisted: 5 Aug 2003

Birthday: 25 Jun 1985

Spouse name: Jessica

Children: Aryana

Hobbies: Cage fighting, riding motorcycles, working out and spending time with the family.
Previous Assignment: USS Imo Jima, 2-6 Marine Expeditionary Unit.

Goals/Expectations: Become a better communicator as a whole, to not just be a radio man, Pick-up
Chief Petty Officer before forced to transfer.

Above: The Commander was not happy with his old locker in his office, which was by the way, brand new also. He asked that he
get some sort of trunk or container to hold his gear. This is what they come up with. It is roughly 3°x3’x5’ and weighs around
200lbs. It is real wood and a very fine addition to the office. In the true JCU spirit, the tasked person said “Roger Sir, I’m on it”, it
was delivered pretty quickly and was thought that it may hold a little more than just some clothes and a rucksack frame. One thing
for sure, if anyone in JCU loses their home, 1’m sure the Commander would offer up his trunk until you got back on your feet.

. Page 8
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4 Navy Promotion N
ETC Marlin Waldron to CWO2 (HHT_EC) <4 BIRTHDAYS N
N s Peter Nunnery 1 NOV
J Army Promotion \ Michael AQcox 3 NOV
Mark Garcia 6 NOV
CW?2 Burke Brooks to CW3 (OPS) Adam Merlino 6 NOV
N\ 7 Randy Slmps.on 10 NOV
y = : L Jeremy Jenkins 10 NOV
d Air Force Promotion N Robert Coccaro 11 NOV
SSgt Jason Gunter to TSgt (A-Troop) Ngthan Hannah 11 Nov
\ 7 Micah Modest 11 NOV
— Brooke Moore 12 NOV
Basic Airborne School Graduates Timothy Tapio 14 NOV
TSgt Kevin Angell (B-Troop) Georgette Gill 14 NOV
SSG Raphael Halmos (B-Troop) Jonathan Woosley 16 NOV
MSgt Jared Sams (B-Troop) James Guillemette 18 NOV

y - T\ Kyle Roscoe 21 NOV
JCU Quarterly Award Winners Ramondoe Goodrich 23 NOV
4th QTR, FY 2009 Charles Brandt 23 NOV
USA NCO: SGT Dave Miller (C-Troop) Bruce Becherini 24 NOV
USN NCO: IT1 Joe Worley (A-Troop) Alfred Eline 25 NOV
USMC NCO: SSgt Kevin Hudson (D-Troop) Roy Campbell 28 NOV
USAF NCO: SSgt Seth Hogan (A-Troop) Pablo Guerra 29 NOV
Civilian: Mr. Gama Rodriguez (E-Troop) Ronald Watts 30 NOV
A 7
)y _ . N Ve
JCU Yearly Award Winners FY 2009
USA NCO: SSG Micah Modest (HHT)
USN NCO: IT1 Marlon_Vega (A-Troop) Left: LCDR Hill presents the
USMC NCO: SSgt Kevin Hudson (D-Troop) Awesome Leadership Award to
USAF NCO: SSgt Seth Hogan (A-Troop) MAJ Pishock during OPS Hot
Civilian: Mr. Gama Rodriguez (E-Troop) Dog Day on 22 OCT 09. Way
2 17 to go Sir, you’re awesome in

your own mind

JCU Overall Service Member of the Year FY 2009

SSgt Kevin Hudson (D-Troop)

. Page 9
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P.0. Box 70239
Fort Bragg, NC
28307-5000

Phone: (910) 243-0469
Fax: (910) 243-0310
E-mail: spencert@jdi.socom.mil

"DoD's Finest Communicators"

Damon Haigh was commissioned to create an original JCU Print designed to celebrate the outstanding contributions that
JCU members have made since its inception. Everyone who has seen the print agrees that Damon did an incredible job.
This print makes a great gift for current and past unit members. In order to get your limited edition (500 signed/
numbered) JCU Print, bring cash or check (payable to the JCU Activities Club) to the 1SG while supplies last. The print
costs $50 and if you want a shipping tube please include an additional $3. If you need the print to be mailed, include a

shipping cost of $10 (includes shipping tube).
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