JOINT COMMUNICATIONS UNIT

Volume 5, Issue 3
March 1, 2010

MESSAGE FROM THE FIRST SERGEANT

We have a lot of things going
on right now and plenty more
coming. Since | have the
opportunity to take a front page
headline, | want to just fill
everyone in on the upcoming
JCU 30th Anniversary &
Reunion. December 24, 2010 will
mark the 30th anniversary of this
great unit. We have an annual
party celebrating our anniversary
in December. Since it is in
December, most people believe it
is a Christmas Party. It has been
mistaken as such sometimes
depending on the wording, but it
has always been about the
anniversary of the unit. Starting
in 2000 for the 20th Anniversary,
it was decided that every five
years, we would host an
Anniversary & Reunion party. It's
not just a party, but a two-day
event. This year's event will be
held on 16-17 December and will
consist of an alumni gathering,
social, golf outing and the 30th
Anniversary Ball.

Day one will start around noon
with an informal gathering of
current members and alumni
here at the unit. We will have
static displays set up and give
the alumni a tour of JCU today.
Food & drink will be provided.
Later that evening will be the
social at the Airborne and

Special Operations Museum.
Food & Drink will be catered.

Day two will start off with a golf
outing, course is still to be
determined. Food & drink will be
catered. Cost for golfers will be
$40 each. The two-day event will
conclude later that evening with
the semi-formal ball held at the
Holiday Inn Bordeaux. Cost per
person will be $30 each.

We hope that everyone takes
part in all or some of the events.
These anniversary events have
always been very good and the
past events are still talked about
today. With the upgrade to our
website database and word of
mouth, we have been in touch
with more alumni today than in
the past. We expect that the semi

Left: COL McLaughlin
accepted the B-Troop
Guidon from 1SG
Bryan Hargrove and
then passed on all
responsibilities of the
troop to ITCS Jay
Pylman in a ceremony
held on 5 MAR 10.
Thank you Bryan for
your service and good
luck Jay

-formal ball alone will be 400-500
people.

As you can imagine, this kind
of event costs money, and a lot
of it. We have been in touch with
our alumni and different sponsors
in order to off-set some of the
cost for everyone.

As always, there will be
special memorabilia created to
commemorate this historic period
in our unit. l|deas are welcome,
but as of now we have a coin, t-
shirt, and hat planned for
production.

We look forward to seeing
everyone there. Mark your
calendar’s now for what is sure to
be a great time.

~1SG
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February is drawing to a close and the
fellas have been very busy in training this
month. Thanks to the instructors out at
SOROC for providing I-Direct Hub
refresher training to our guys. The
server 08 and Cisco QoS classes went
well despite problems with vendor
provided equipment. As always, our
guys rose to the occasion and supplied
working equipment to make the classes
happen. You truly are DoD’s Finest. Our
last major training event is ongoing with
some of the new guys getting their brains
stretched by Ronnie Watts. Thanks
Ronnie, we appreciate you passing on
your experience to our troop.

Thanks to Rob Gehring for providing
training and support to our 112" brethren

This last month has been like busy like
any other, busy. We sent over half the
troop to Spokane for SERE training and
the last eight brave souls endured sub-
zero temperatures in Fort Drum, New
York. As always our guys and gals
performed well. | am sure you know by
now we are changing our cycle
system. The B-Troop leadership have
diligently been working on all of our
upcoming training iterations and we will
set the bar for other Troops to follow. |
want to congratulate Mark Krob on his
recent birthday, the Jenkins (Lekecia
how did you put up with that guy 11yrs)
and Tate families on their
anniversaries, and finally Chuck To on
his promotion to MSgt. March will bring a

Not a lot to report for this month. Most
of the Troop is out of town, or at least not
at work this month. Several people have
been away on leave or in schools this
month and will be for a few more weeks.
Since there hasn’t been any significant
things going on, | will take a few minutes
to talk about the scheduling changes that
the Commander mentioned last month
and how that will affect us. The major
reason for the change is to allow us to
properly train for the missions that we are
required to perform and ensure that our
guys are prepared and focused for each
mission that we are required to do. For

as they get

execute their

They and |
your hard work.
We have many members that have been
traveling all over the place. Gus, Heidi,
and Connor attended survival training in
Spokane. They are almost back to
normal; if anyone in this command can
be said to be ‘normal.” Nate Hogue and
his posse have been finishing a
Herculean task up in the DC area. Every
troop has challenges with that mission
and you have risen to the occasion with
style. Scott Beadell has been bouncing
around with the CSM providing
outstanding support just as Blake
Schimmel headed out on an around-the-
world trip. James Jordahl and Jeremy
Jenkins (should we shorten that to J° or

ready to
missions.
appreciate

few changes to the Troop. Jay Pylman
and | will conduct our change of
command on March 5™. Jay has been in
the community for over 10 years and is
more than qualified for the job. | would
also like to welcome his wife Lisa and
their three children, Taylor, Hunter, and
Mickinley to the B-Troop family. | can
honestly say | will never trade my time
with B-Troop for any other job | have
performed in 20yrs of service. To the
troop members | would like to thank you
for the memories and your
dedication. To the families, thank you
for your support and sacrifice. Bow to no
one!

~ Bryan

us, it requires us to cut our recovery
phase and begin our focused training
prior to going on mission this spring.
Although this sounds like a bad thing, it
will actually work in our favor for a few
reasons. Prior to the changes we would
have been committed to something for
two consecutive holiday seasons, but
now we will be in another training cycle
for the holidays. So although it may feel
like we are getting a condensed recovery
phase after deployment, it will prove to
work in our favor in the long run. The
most important thing is that any
scheduled leaves and schools will not be

DELIVERING THE MESSAGE

J*?) are just about to come home from
their vacation to Vancouver (you're
welcome guys) where they did an
outstanding job.

Dan Knouse is about to graduate the
MFF JM school. Well done Dan, now get
back to work. Last but not least, Marlon
Vega is down at Ft. Benning attending
the Basic Airborne course where he is
entering his last week of training; feet
and knees together brother.

And finally, thanks to all the men who
came in to run a family VTC for the
members and spouses of D-Troop. Your
coming in to support them is appreciated.
Your concern for the mission and care for
our extended family is what truly makes
A-TROOP! such a special place to work.

~Travis

Above: SSG Rudy Messex is promoted
to SFC by MSG Steve Alexander in a
ceremony held on 5 MAR 10

cancelled, so if you have plans you will
still be able to do them.

| hope this explains what is going on a
little for C-Troop. | would like to plan a
FRG meeting in the next few weeks to
put out a little more information, but am
going to wait until everyone is back from
leave to do it, so you are all able to
attend. If we are able to do it this month
feel free to wish Sean Mitcham a happy
birthday and the Melby and Modest
families a happy anniversary.

~ Millsy
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WOW! It's already March. The Troop
has been deployed for nearly two
months and they have things under
control!  Ensuring that the troop is doing
communications is the least of my
worries. Vanessa has been trying to kill
me at PT! Jon Woosley, Tyler Reese
and Ramondoe Goodrich completed their
first 10K while deployed. | had no idea
that 10 Kilometers overseas equals 3.4
miles. Just ask them! Better yet, they
still got a T-shirt! All the new guys have
hit the ground running, a lot of them have

This has been an extremely busy
month within E Troop and | know that all
of the family members have felt this
tempo since your spouse has spent quite
a few extended hours at work this
month. We welcome Gama Rodriguez
back from his rotation and sent Mike
Crain to relieve him. Sergio Hernandez
reenlisted in the Army and to celebrate
went on a rotation to assist the command
with a network upgrade. Bryan Fooshee
has assumed the duties of the E Troop
SGM as Chad Lewis prepares for
reassignment back to the Marine Corps
in Quantico. Welcome to SSgt Dave
Lonack and his wife Mary Lee. Dave has

It seems like | just saw the last month’s
newsletter come out a couple of days ago.
February kind of came and went pretty
quick. | don’t know if it was because there
are only 28 days in the month or because
we have a lot going on. One day seems to
be running into the next. Anyway, here is
some news from G-Troop.

In case you have not heard, Joe and
Terrie Anne Thomas are the proud parents
of a big baby boy. David Alexander
Thomas came in to this world February 15
weighing 10.1 Ibs and measuring a
whopping 21.5 in. Congratulations Joe and
Terrie Anne. Remember... diapers are
recyclable.

John Mosley and Fabian Robles had a
little added stress on them last month.
They both took a few days off from the
office to prepare for and take their
advancement test for the Air Force. I'm
sure you guys did well. Good luck with it
Fellas.

Mike Foy left out to go spend some time

already traveled on their

own to set up

COMMS. Dave Kelly and

crew have been making
snow angels and snow men. Eric Dietzel
was caught eating a yellow snow cone
and he swore he got it at the dining
facility. At least it wasn'’t blue, it would
have lead us to believe he got it
elsewhere. LCDR Hill and 1SG
Spencer honored us with their presence
and were reminiscent of locust. They
ate, complained about our coffee, and
slept. Just kidding, they were a welcome
sight and continue to bring motivation,
purpose and direction to the
troop. Thanks for the support! SMSgt

been in JCU for almost 4

years already and is

coming to E Troop from B
Troop. Scott Bachand is currently
attending the Air Force NCO Academy in
Alabama; | am sure he misses all of us
and can’t wait to return. A Thanks just
doesn't seem adequate enough. After a
little over 3 years in E Troop and JCU, |
have accepted a new position and am
leaving JCU. | will always be amazed at
the caliber of personnel that we have in E
Troop. The entire shop is comprised of
motivated and talented individuals that
consistently place mission and doing a
great job ahead of everything else. | am
sure that there have been numerous
family occasions or events that an E
Troop member has had to miss due to

forward with Will and Rich. Mike, | know
you are going to do great things for the
team, have fun while you are out there.
Michelle, make sure you let me know if
Mike is not calling home, I'll set him
straight. Seriously, let me know if we can
help you out while Mike is gone.

WELCOME BACK HOME Jim
Guillemette! | hope you are enjoying your
time off while you knock out that “Honey
do” list.

OT and Ryan took off a few days to
spend time with their families. OT and
Damarys went skiing and Ryan and
Sarah went on the Chaplain’'s Retreat.
Sounds like they each had fun on their
well deserved time away from work.

You might have seen this on
Facebook or somewhere else on the
“www.”  After the Troop took the unit PT
test; John Hickey is claiming to be the PT
Stud for the Troop. Heck, if you talk to
John, he might, quite possibly lead you to
believe he is the best in the world. Good

DELIVERING THE MESSAGE

Delmar Walker and SGM Mike Adcox
(Big Red) completed turnover. | would
like to thank Mike for his continued
support to the organization and we hope
to hear from him soon. Reminder, | need
some dirt on your spouse’s so please
submit all those stories by 20 March to
CNICHOLS16@nc.rr.com. Big thanks to
A-troop for making the family VTC a
success. Lastly, | would like to thank all
the contractors and augmentees for their

continued contributions to our proud
nation. Our next VTC is scheduled for
the 14™M

~ Jack

mission requirements. Most of us just
accept that as part of being associated
with the military, but those sacrifices are
definitely significant. | am extremely
proud of the contributions that each of
you have made to E Troop, JCU and the
defense of this great country. | consider it
an honor to have been able to work and
support all of you during my time in E
Troop. Best of luck to each of you and
let me know if | can ever be of assistance
to you.
~ Tony

job John, you motivate me.

There are three significant events |
would like to make you aware of for the
month of March... 14 March at 0200
(AM) the clocks move back for Daylight
Savings Time, 20 March is the first day
of Spring’, 17 March is St. Patrick’s Day
(officially celebrated on 13 March at COL
McLaughlin’s house from 1800 — UTC) |
don’t know about you, | can’t wait for
daylight savings, | like it when the sun is
up when | drive home in the evening and,
| look forward to free food and drinks at
the Boss’ house.

| really did not say too much about
work.... Hub install, Ka prep, training,
audits, evals, awards, travel, travel
planning, troubleshooting, reporting,
timesheets, meetings, shift work,
coordination, Solar Winds, upgrades,
more training, more shift work, more
meetings, etc.. Keep up the good work
team. Thanks for all you do.

~ Dutch
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Hello from M-Troop. We have survived
the crazy weather changes this month
and in the process, achieved some
amazing things in the troop. We would
first like to welcome back Stacey. He
successfully completed the US Navy
Senior Enlisted Academy, the top level of
enlisted PME the Navy has to offer. We
are glad to have him back.

The Electronics shop has been
enjoying some time to reorganize the
work center. They have implemented the
work order tracking software which will
allow them to track trends, man hours
and supply parts. Thanks to Mr. Linder
and Jeff Huffman for coming up with this
amazing capability. Jerry Dover and
Vince Olshove are still deployed doing
great things forward. We are sending out
Shane Simpson to provide some relief for
Vince. Adam Kelley and Dana Roberson

Hello everyone, SOROC class 1-10 has
recently completed their first unit
physical fitness test and completed
Communications Exercise number
1. Great Job Class 1-10! Keep up the
hard work and dedication. | would like to
send out thanks to one of our unsung
heroes of the unit. Stan Sweeney is the
person that makes sure all the unit

are back from their time

down range. We are glad

to have them back.

According to C-Troop,
they were invaluable assets. We would
also like to welcome Jeff Drew to the
work center. We are looking forward to
his technical ability, but more to the skills
he brings to the Highland Games! Mike
Clark and Todd Brown have been busy
going through the pain of sorting the
maintenance supply stock. Hang in there
guys! Congrats to the EMS Detachment
Chief Chris Smith of not only his
selection as the Commands 12
Outstanding Airmen of the Year award
but also as the USSOCOM General
Jumper award winner. Way to be the
example!

Penny and the LRS crew are doing an
incredible job of not only meeting their
daily requirements but also re-aligning
the office to provide a greater service to
the unit. Their actions show that they go
above and beyond every day.

logistics for jumps run flawlessly. Stan is
a recipient of the Operations Officer “Cup
of Awesomeness”. Thanks Stan for
leading from the front every day and
good luck during the new Senior
Leadership Course. On a side note we
may struggle a little bit with our backup
Ken G. filling in during the absence of
Stan. Congratulations to Jay Baker ,

DELIVERING THE MESSAGE

Scott Knox and the Motor Pool crew
are juggling tasks daily. They are the
best at what they do and are in demand
by everyone in the unit. They have
revamped our training facility and made it
into a functioning environment suited for
the latest communications equipment by
adding a more robust power and HVAC
system. The guys did it with minimal man
power and saved the unit over $200,000
in outside costs. They passed the EPA
walkthrough with flying colors (as if Scott
was worried). They have always been
stellar and will continue to amaze the
unit.

The configuration management
section is down one man. Literally, Jesse
Casari went in for round two of hip
replacement. He is recovering well at
home. Hang in there Carleen!

I would lastly like to say thanks to all
the families of the M-Troop members for
supporting them in all their endeavors.

~Todd P

Jeremy Pinkelman and Dan Knouse for
Completing the Military Free Fall
Jumpmaster Course....Great Job
guys! We look forward to working with
you on unit jumps.

~ Thanks, S&T

JCU Activities Club Membership Status

In order for the JCU Activities Club
(JCUAC) to remain ready to support our
members and their families, all JCU
members must do their part and keep
current on their dues. The JCUAC is
currently sitting at 241 out of 289 (84%)
that are current for this year. Next year's
membership drive will start on July 1,
2010. While being a member of the
JCUAC is in no way mandatory, it is
highly encouraged. Membership is open
to all JCU members except deployed
contractors & IA’s. The JCUAC provides
baby baskets, flowers for hospitalizations
or funerals, FRG Lunches, single service
-member lunches, reduced or free Hooah
Appreciation Day lunches, free unit picnic

entry for whole family, free entry into the
annual anniversary party, reduced price
for every 5-year anniversary & reunion
party, free children's Christmas party,
Highland Game Streamers, JCU
departure plaque and much more. The
JCUAC also stocks the JCU store and
only makes a few dollars off of most
items. While the Special Operations
Communicators Association provides
support for the big annual anniversary
party, the JCUAC pays for all other
expenses. It is very important that we
keep the money coming in and keep
giving you and your families the best
possible support for unit morale &
welfare. | ask that you take the time to

take care of your dues with me or on our
website, there is now a PayPal button
located on the store page under the cool
stuff tab and you can use any credit card
for payment. Everyone will benefit from
the JCUAC at some point, some may not
get anything from it for years, the point
being is that it isn’t about any ONE of us,
it is about the JCU TEAM and is how we
can make a difference in a member or
their families eyes when the need arises
or off-setting cost's at various events.
Taking care of our own since 1980, itis a
tradition not a task. Thank you for your
time.
~ 1SG
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/  ANNIVERSARIES N

Brian & Jennifer Zebrowski 1 MAR
Max & Heather Fermin 2 MAR
Pete & Melissa Nunnery 4 MAR
Ryan & Samantha Oswald 5 MAR
Russell & Denise Pinard 9 MAR
Anthony & Kim Melby 16 MAR
Carl & Mara Eby 16 MAR
Joe & Suzi Miller 18 MAR
Chris & Michelle Cunningham 19 MAR
Morgan & Kathryn Smario 21 MAR
Ameer & Tawana Weston 23 MAR
Julian & Chi Walle 23 MAR
Travis & Lori Knutson 24 MAR
Doug & Deanna Rosario 25 MAR
UPCOMING VTC DATES Mike & Sarah Williams 28 MAR
March 14, 2010 Micah & Yadira Modest 31 MAR

B\ dl

Right: SFC Jim Prasse is promoted to
MSG by his wife Deb in a ceremony
held on 26 FEB 10

Left: TSgt Chuck To
is promoted to MSgt
by SSG Nate
Hannah and SFC
Richard LePage in a
ceremony held on
5 MAR 10
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We are proud to announce two hew
additions to the JCUAC Store. The new
JCU coffee mug and the JCU Hat.

Travel coffee mug comes in black & red
and is now on sale for $10

The JCU hat comes in black, khaki, green
& brown, it has the JCU shield on the
back and is now on sale for $25

This section features a R E T RO

current unit member. Itis a
look back before all of those J C l |
military regulations, haircuts

and discipline. Stay tuned for

the answer posted in next
months edition. ‘ ’

—_
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MSgt Chad Lewis & wife Natalie, child; Aiden AUG 04 - MAR 10 (E-Troop)
Mr. Tony Gillespie & wife Kathy DEC 06 - MAR 10 (E-Troop)

Left: Nate Hannah and Travis Jenkins await the Change of
Responsibility

Above: Members of B-Troop in formation during the
Change of Responsibility ceremony on 5 MAR 10

Left / Right: Members
of A-Troop honing
their teamwork skills
while getting in some
PT. They did a little
ruck to the Pope
track, did the USMC
Combat Fitness Test
and then concluded
the morning with a
litter carry home

Last month’'s RETRO picture is none other than SSgt Amy
Smith from D-Troop. In an interview with Amy she said
“The picture of me was taken at my Kindergarten graduation
in 1988 in New Bedford, PA before | was even a twinkle in
the JCU’'s eye. A picture of me in a dress is a rare
occurrence so take it in folks! If | was stateside | would have
had this dress recreated to fit me now for my after shot.
Maybe next time!” Thank you Amy for sharing a little piece of
your life with us.
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Meet the SOROC‘ers'of'Class 01-10

Name: William B. Cotten

Rank / Service: SSgt / USAF

Enlisted: 22 Apr 2003

Birthday: 13 Jun 1982

Spouse name: Kimberly

Child: Aubrey

Hobbies: Fishing, Sports and Weightlifting
Previous Assignment: 43 AES, Pope AFB

Name: Amanda H. Keefe

Rank / Service: IT2 / USN

Enlisted: 6 Jun 2002

Birthday: 23 Jun 1983

Child: Loralei

Hobbies: Reading,

Previous Assignment: NCTAMSLANT DET Hampton Roads
Goals/Expectations: Advance to E-6

Name: Bryce E. Hixson

Rank / Service: SSG / USA

Enlisted: 24 Jul 2002

Birthday: 6 Jul 1982

Spouse name: Melissa

Hobbies: Hockey, Baseball, Video Games, Piano Playing

Previous Assignment: 2/5 SFG (A) SDN NCOIC

Goals/Expectations: graduate SOROC, new and challenging comms training

Name: Chad Bruner

Rank / Service: ITC/USN

Enlisted: 5 Nov 1995

Birthday: 28 Aug 1976

Spouse name: Elizabeth

Children: Jordain, Mychael & Nikalos

Hobbies: Family, Motorcycle Riding, Hobby Mechanic

Previous Assignment: EKMS Manager, NCTS Bahrain

Goals/Expectations: Complete SOROC and become and valuable member of the team.

PAGE 8
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Army Promotions N
J BIRTHDAYS N
SFC Jim Prasse to MSG (J6-OPS)
SSG Rudy Messex to SFC (A-Troop) Michael Larson 1 MAR
7 Kenneth Vaillancourt 1 MAR
- - N Brent Borden 2 MAR
Air Force Promotions N Eric Dietzel 4 MAR
TSgt Chuck To to MSgt (B-Troop) James Jones 5 MAR
SSgt Ed Schlade to TSgt (CST) .
Eric Russell 6 MAR
7 Carl Eby 6 MAR
Veronica Zamora 7 MAR
2 Military Free Fall Jumpmaster Graduates
y P Tyler Reese 7 MAR
SFC Jeremy Pinkelman (CST) -
SFC Jerry Baker (S&T) Robert Gehring 8 MAR
GySgt Dan Knouse (A-Troop) MaX PaWapootanont 9 MAR
A\ 7 Brian Zebrowski 12 MAR
J Basic Airborne School Graduates N\ Derrick White 13 MAR
Gabrial Boyer 16 MAR
IT1 Marlon Vega (A-Troop)
Jeramy Cosner 20 MAR
Conner O'Mahoney 20 MAR
A\ s Joseph Cade 22 MAR
Z~ USSOCOM Air Force Annual Award Winners (CY 2009) S Scott Gozdzialski -+ 23 MAR
Deborah Rosen 24 MAR
2009 USSOCOM AF Communications and Information Jeffrey Carlson 25 MAR
Annual Individual Awards David Kelly 27 MAR
CAPT Robert Giovannetti (OPS) Officer/33XX Rufus Messex 27 MAR
TSgt Ken Klynstra (CST) NCO/2E Stephen Alexander 27 MAR
SMSgt Ray Hickman (C-Troop) SNCO/3C John Mosley 28 MAR
2009 USSOCOM General John P. Jumper Robert Londers 29 MAR
Award for Excellence in Warfighting Integration David Smith 29 MAR
. . Sean Mitcham 30 MAR
TSgt Chris Smith (M-Troop) AF NCO
. o _ N Ve
2009 CMSgt Timothy Doolin, Air Force Material Management Staff
Enlisted Member of the Year
SMSgt Todd Petzel (M-Troop)




JOINT COMMUNICATIONS
UNIT

P.O.Box 70239
Fort Bragg, NC.
28307-5000

Phone: 910-243-0469
Fax: 910-243-0310
E-mail: spencert@jdi.socom.mil

"DoD's Finest Communicators"

Damon Haigh was commissioned to create an original JCU Print designed to celebrate the outstanding
contributions that JCU members have made since its inception. Everyone who has seen the print agrees that
Damon did an incredible job. This print makes a great gift for current and past unit members. In order to get
your limited edition (500 signed/numbered) JCU Print, bring cash or check (payable to the JCU Activities
Club) to the 1SG while supplies last. The print costs $50 and if you want a shipping tube please include an
additional $3. If you need the print to be mailed, include a shipping cost of $10 (includes shipping tube).
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