MESSAGE FROM THE COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR

| would like to take this

opportunity to
emphasize the
importance  of our
Family Readiness

Group (FRG) which was
established to provide
support and information
to our families — to
include all JCU service
members, government
civiian employees, and
their family members.
The FRG's role is to
provide a mechanism
for the service member,
spouse, and the JCU
leadership to form a
team to help you all
cope with the
challenges and unique
stressors  associated
with military service and
frequent  separations.

Right: Maj Carkeet

re-enlists MSgt Jared
Samson 25 Feb 11

JOINT COMMUNICATIONS UNIT

Our FRG is committed
to the Families of this
command and to
ensuring that each and
every one of our service
members and their
families are aware of
the support programs
and resources available
to them. As with every
organization the whole
is only as good as the
individual part. Without
your participation our
FRG cannot and will not
reach it fullest potential.
The FRG has recently
been involved in
multiple projects,
hopefully a majority of
you experienced the
Children's  Christmas
Party in December, as
well as the monthly

Volume 6, Issue 3
March 1, 2011

socials the spouses
attend, to include
interesting venues such
as our most recent one
at Twisted Jeweler. The
FRG is currently
preparing for the Unit
summer picnic  which
occurs in August. If you
are interested in joining

the planning team
please feel free to
contact Gillian Long.

Each month their is a
flyer in the newsletter
announcing the next
event. Please reach
out to your key caller if
you have any
guestions.

~Steve
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Well, it was another slow month
for A Troop with people scattered all over
the globe. Returning home just in time to
watch the super bowl Vic, Dirk and Josh
traveled to Georgia for a training exercise
where Vic and Dirk discovered that a C-
17 has a winch, Vic also continued to
show that Cheetos can calm the beast
that lives in his stomach.

To the dread of his team, Scott
was promoted to Master Sergeant at the
beginning of the month. Congratulations
Scott, I'm sure you will rule with an iron
fist. Jeff Carlson continues to maintain a
high motivational level at the Army
Senior Leadership Course. Don’t worry
Jeff, once you get back here it should be
easy days full of relaxation and spa
treatments. Adam, Matt and Jason spent
more than half of the month attending an
in depth Network administration

It is good to see that everyone back at
work after a couple of well deserved
weeks off. By the pep in everyone’s
step, | would venture that they had a
good time. Now it is back to work and
preparing for the next phase for us. We
will be doing a lot of training over the
next four months. With this training will
come some short trips for the troop.
There are a variety of reasons why it is

It is really hard to do these news
letters from out here. Normally when we
are at home, there are so many things to
talk about. Different training events or
trips or something. But, it is really hard to
describe everything that the Troop is
doing out here. There are a few things
that we all have in common and
everyone is extremely busy and doing
great things out here for all of our
customers.

Another reason this is difficult is
because of the things that we are not
supposed to discuss on phone calls or E-
mail... and since | have to E-mail this to
1SG Prasse to get it in the news letter, |
have to follow the same guidance.
According to the policy we are only
supposed to talk about the weather,
Sports, relationships and other non-
work / deployment related topics. (which
makes it hard to do a Newsletter for
work)

class..now they can use
big words to explain
exactly what it is that |
broke.

The Troop conducted a map
reading and land navigation refresher.
Now there will be no excuses for why
guys can’t stop working and find their
way home at the end of the day (if only
we could stop Frank from acting like a
Nike shop foreman in China).

Ceven and Gus continue to
journey around the globe on a weekly
basis in their role as JCU recruiters.
These guys have been doing an
outstanding job and it looks like we might
have to forcefully extract them from the
recruiting office when their time is up.

On a related note, Steve
Alexander cheated Tim Holton and me
out of a recruiting trip to Europe. You
may ask, how did he do this? Well, in a
deciding coin toss somehow Frank
allowed Steve to call “Headstails”. Later
I looked up the official coin toss rules and

important that we do these
trips. Providing realistic training, as well
as removing the distractions from the
troop is a couple of examples. In fact |
am writing this addition for the newsletter
from Ft. Drum, NY while the guys are
doing a number of different classes. So
far we have had perfect weather since
we have been here. Six inches of snow
on Friday and a balmy 28 degrees today,
could not ask for better snowball making

So here we go...

Weather: Several of us are cold, some of
us are hot. Some of us are wet and some
dry. A few of us have had snow, but most
just rain, or nothing at all.

Sports: The Packers Won the Super
Bowl!! But, | heard the half time show
sucked. Dale Jr. was doing well at
Daytona but got caught up in a wreck
late in the race and finished 22nd.
Gordon and Johnson finished even
worse.

Relationships: As far as relationships, |
am leaving that one alone... Except that |
hear that Kenny and Ray may be getting
closer. (That is what the fellas are saying

anyways)

Well, that is about all That | am
allowed to discuss, so | just have two
more things Both are with Petty Officer
Day. If anyone talks to him, make sure to
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could not find that as an official pre-call.
Heads, Tails or Side are the only legal
calls. If I'd known we were playing street
rules it would have been a completely
different game. Frank’s troop PT days
have been an exceptional success.
What might be observed as cries of
excitement have been seen all over a
well known social networking site. A key
learning event was that if the troop was
ever to be attacked by a pack of wolves
and the only safe escape was to climb a
rope....only two thirds of the Troop would
make it home safely. Additionally, the
entire Troop cannot wait to sprint back to
the stadium for another one of Frank’s
stair runs.

Everyone in A Troop would like
to wish Steve Powell the best of luck on
leaving M Troop as he heads over to join
B Troop in the trenches. The Troop
couldn’t have asked for a more
competent maintenance technician in all
of our adventures. (don’t let your head
swell too much over this Steve, we'll say
the same thing about the next guy who

takes your place).
~ Nathan
conditions. Cotten is in Basic Airborne

School and having a great time playing
with the Army. Hopefully the weather will
be good for him next week and he will be
able to shed the moniker “Leg”. Ben and
Steve Comeau will be leaving for Basic
Airborne School this week as well. It is
good to see all the guys getting the
opportunity to go to these schools.
~Jay

congratulate him, the US Navy saw fit to
promote him this month to Petty Officer
First Class and to say thanks he decided
to re-enlist. So, congrats to the Day
family for both of these!

Talk to you guys next month
~Millsy

Above: ET1 Day is re-enlisted by
Capt Scott McLaughlin.
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Well now! It seems after my
last attempt at putting pen to paper (or
these days fingers to keyboard, which
somehow sounds far less refined) my
writing style has found its way into high
society; and | wil, no doubt, be
nominated for a Literary Nobel Prize (or
is that llliterary), either way I'm sure to
win. So after | type this up I'm off to get
a fittin for my Tux.

It has been a busy month in D
Troop and things are clicking right along
as we continue to prepare and train for
our upcoming deployment. Thanks to
everyone for your hard work and positive
attitude. As always we have folks
coming and going in a variety of
endeavors, and as such we would like to
welcome back Kevin from the Marine
Corp Staff NCO Career Course and DH

Although February is a short month, it
was a busy one for G-Troop with respect
to movements. Fabian Robles, Pete
Nunnery, and Ulysses Otero (OT)
returned while Travis Jenkins (JT), John
Mosley, Matt Heist, and Bryan Hargrove
replaced them.

JTEP is going through some
“cool” changes!! As | am sure you have
noticed by now, there is a big trailer
parked along the building. The trailer
contains a temporary AC system while

Hello everyone. It seems as though some
nicer weather is trying to take a foothold
and | hope everyone was able to take
advantage of the 70+ degree days we had
over President’'s Day weekend. The shop
has been extremely busy and we’ll be
losing some great folks over the next few
months which is going to make the shop
floor much more exciting as the “New” guys
fill in for the losses. To help fill the void, we
gained two new technicians in February.
ET1 Chris Scott and ET1 Gabriel Ramirez
both joined us from B troop and will be
going through training for the next few
months to hone their technical skills.
Joining the Motor Pool this month is SSG
Justin White. He’s currently attending the
NCO academy so you may not see much of
him around the shop until the middle of
March. Welcome to the team guys! This
month we’ll be making a change to our
FRG Key Caller. Amy Huffman has been

from his around the world

in 20ish days adventure.

Great Job guys! We sent

Byrd to Airborne School
and | understand he is doing great; we
can’t wait to see those wings on his chest
when he returns. Cherry!

While most of us back here in
garrison have had our nose to the
grindstone with training and taskings
(thanks Ops), we have a good portion of
the troop enrolled in various advanced
automation classes. Albert Einstein said
“Imagination is more important than
knowledge”. Well | imagine that all of our
folks who have been in these classes
may have more knowledge now than
they ever would have imagined. Kudos to
all of you for powering through those
classes one after the other. We are
looking forward to how we can
incorporate all that new found Einstein
knowledge down range.

Congratulations to Greg and Liz

the pre WWII units that

use to cool off the TEP get

replaced. The same is

happening in a couple of
the shelters out on the antenna field,
keeping Tim Tapio and Leon Hamilton
busy for sure.

Congrats to Max Fermin for
being recognized as the “Honor
Graduate” at the 1SG academy. This
being said, his success is no surprise to
those that know and have worked with
him. He is a consummate professional
and is just one example of the quality
and caliber of NCO’s we have in JCU.

M-Troop’s Key Caller for
quite a while and the time
has come for her to pass it
off to the next motivated
spouse. Thanks Amy for everything
you've done in the position and making
yourself available to perform the duties.
It's always comforting to know that there
is someone available to speak to about
spouse related issues concerning the
troop. M- Troop’s new Key Caller will be

Kelley Larson who has previous
experience as a Navy unit
OMBUDSMAN. Kelly’'s  contact

information can be found in the Key
Caller section and if you have any
questions or ideas concerning the
position please give her a call. Since our
last newsletter we’ve had two personnel
from M-Troop who were recognized for
their hard work and job performance.
SSgt Vince Olshove was selected as the
USAF NCO of the Quarter and Mrs.
Carleen Nichols was selected as the
Civilian of the Quarter. Congratulations
Vince and Carleen! Major Carkeet has

Durr, we recently found out they are
expecting. That a boy Greg! Also
expecting, actually expecting for a while
now, is the Lunas and Avilas; congrats
ya'll. Mrs. Avila (Lisa) if you don’t know
has stepped up to take on the key caller
duties for the Troop, so Thank You Lisa.
You may just get your first opportunity for
Troop Key Caller action. We would like
to plan a Troop function sometime in
April prior to our deployment. Don’t want
to make too much of a fuss, but we
would like to get everyone together,
especially the families, to break bread
and enjoy each other's company before
we head out. Suggestions Anyone?

Thanks again for what you do
each and every day and for the
opportunity to serve alongside you. Stay
Sharp, Stay Focused, and in the words of
a fellow Literary Pioneer let’s continue to
“Get-R-Done”.

~ Del

In hopes of starting a new trend,
OT, Leon, and Will Crocket will be
heading to cooler surroundings to train
with B-TRP. Dave Allen and Jay Pylman
told us the weather is nice there this time
of year, so it should be fun, RIGHT!!

We would like to take this
opportunity to thank G-TRP spouses for
all of their support. While we support the
good fight, they keep things running
smoothly back on the home front. We
could NEVER do it without you.

~OT

Below: SMSgt Todd Petzel is
re-enlisted by MAJ Carkeet

apparently been tagged as the collateral
duty re-enlistment officer as he’s been
asked to re-enlist yet another M-
Trooper, MSgt Jared Sams, on 25 Feb.
Thanks for your service Jared. To close
up for this month’s newsletter, | wanted
to say that I've been hearing good
reports back from the field that Chief
Anderson and ET1 Drew have been
doing great things for the teams and sites
they are supporting. Great job guys and
keep up the good work. Take care and
stay safe.

~Mike
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The Selection and Training section
has been hard at work this month.
SOROC Class 1-11 has started its
academics phase and we can smell
the brain cells frying. Good luck to
everyone on the first exercise and
test. GySgt Knouse has the class
"dress right dress” and running all
over in hopes to mold their bodies

Hello to all of the SMT
readers. | would first like to say
thanks to all of the significant others
that are supporting their service
members. Without your support we
would have a lot more grumpy
people at work. Trust me it isn’t fun
working with grumpy people.

EC, the guys that are truly in
the most selfless and thankless job
on the compound, welcomes two
new RTO’s Rick Lepage and Mike
Lamb (our first senior citizen in the
section), great to have them on
board. Marcus is at the Senior
Leadership Course, Fort Gordon,
GA. We expect lots of formations

and mind. MSgt
Jamey Slife has
started the UsMC

Martial Arts Black Belt
Instructor Course,. As far as we
know, he is doing well but may have
a fat lip or two. We expect him to
return in a cloud of smoke in a black
ninja suit with a battle cry
AAHHHTACK “This is how it's done”.
We would like to welcome. CPT
Mary Almquist aboard as our new
training officer. S&T would also like

and inspections when

he gets back at the end
of the month. Ameer is still forward
working hard and anticipating his
return next month, when Mark and
Rick go out to replace him and
conduct their turnover. Tigo and Rob
have been collecting TDY days,
every once in awhile they actually
get to sleep at home.

IO would like to welcome in
its newest member and family to the
Detachment Bernard Byers. They
have traveled from Japan to
Fayetteville, NC. | am sure that they
are glad that the trip is over with.
Scott Hamilton has traveled up to our
vacation spot to relieve Scott
Bachand. He has been looking

JCU Activities Club Membership

In order for the JCU Activities Club
(JCUAC) to remain ready to support our
members and their families, all JCU
members must do their part and keep
current on their dues. The JCUAC is
currently sitting at 274 out of 298 (92%)
that are current for this year. Next year's
membership drive will start on July 1,
2011. While being a member of the
JCUAC is in no way mandatory, it is
highly encouraged. Membership is open
to all JCU members except deployed
contractors & IA’s. The JCUAC provides
baby baskets, flowers for hospitalizations
or funerals, FRG Lunches, single service
-member lunches, reduced or free Hooah
Appreciation Day lunches, free unit picnic

entry for whole family, free entry into the
annual anniversary party, reduced price
for every 5-year anniversary & reunion
party, free children’s Christmas party,
Highland Game Streamers, JCU
departure plaque and much more. The
JCUAC also stocks the JCU store and
only makes a few dollars off of most
items. While the Special Operations
Communicators  Association provides
support for the big annual anniversary
party, the JCUAC pays for all other
expenses. It is very important that we
keep the money coming in and keep
giving you and your families the best
possible support for unit morale &
welfare. | ask that you take the time to

DELIVERING THE MESSAGE

to welcome Roland “Augie” Marks to
the team after he returns from his
well deserved leave. Kyle has
returned from his last trip broke as a
joke, but COTR qualified. If only
they taught him how to gamble in the
COTR course. Lastly we cannot
forget to recognize our instructor
cadre, PO1 Boyer and TSgt Schlade
on all the great work over the past
month. Great job everyone.
~Chris

forward to getting at it for awhile
now. Scott was happy to return
home and get back to building our
new building. Sam and Sean are
pulling their hair out working with our
newest testing software. Not really a
good thing since they don’t have
much left to pull out. The other guys
in the shop are trucking along loving
life.

To the rest of the Quiet
Professionals in SMT we would like
to say thanks for doing what you do.
You guys are truly the tip of the
spear in the communications world.
Maybe one of these days you will be
able to tell your significant others
about all of the fun that you have.

~Bryan

take care of your dues with me or on our
website, there is now a PayPal button
located on the store page under the
extras tab and you can use any credit
card for payment. Everyone will benefit
from the JCUAC at some point, some
may not get anything from it for years,
the point being is that it isn’t about any
ONE of us, it is about the JCU TEAM and
is how we can make a difference in a
member or their families eyes when the
need arises or off-setting cost's at
various events. Taking care of our own
since 1980, it is a tradition not a task.
Thank you for your time.
~1SG
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/  ANNIVERSARIES N
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Brian & Jennifer Zebrowski 1 MAR

Max & Heather Fermin 2 MAR

Pete & Melissa Nunnery 4 MAR

Ryan & Samantha Oswald 5 MAR

Russell & Denise Pinard 9 MAR

Michael & Kimberly Johnson 15 MAR
Anthony & Kim Melby 16 MAR
Carl & Mara Eby 16 MAR
Joe & Suzi Miller 18 MAR
Chris & Michelle Cunningham 19 MAR
Justin & Megan White 20 MAR
Ameer & Tawana Weston 23 MAR
Julian & Chi Walle 23 MAR
Doug & Deanna Rosario 25 MAR
Mike & Sarah Williams 28 MAR
Scott & Stacey Knox 29 MAR

\I\/Iicah & Yadira Modest 31 l\/IAR/

Right: ITCS Allen
Keller receives his
Expeditions Warfare
pin from LCDR Nick
Hill during a
ceremony held on
4Feb 11

J NS

JCU,

As you know | have turned over the illustrious duties of the JCU 1SG to 1SG Jim Prasse. | wanted to let you all know that it has
been my honor to have served you for the past 3+ years. | have been in JCU for almost 12 years and have held a lot of
positions, had some cool duty titles, but the BEST part of my career here has been as the Unit 1SG. | have gotten to know all of
you, welcomed you aboard in my sometimes "grumpy" way, said farewell to a lot of good folks along the way and tried to boost
your morale at every opportunity. Whether it was driving the General around and hitting the 800 horns at you when you were
hard at work outside, or even if you were inside and | drove into the bay to wake you all up with the sound of Dixie. My whole
existence here was to give you an outlet from the rigorous training and deployments that you have or just another reason to get
out of the office for a while. Things like the Highland Games, Jingle Stick Competition, Hooah Appreciation Day Lunches,
picnics, parties etc... were all for you and a thank you for all you do in an otherwise un-appreciative world. | was where you are, |
realize the value of fair, hard, but caring leadership. | trust the unit is in good hands with Jim, please support him as you have
me. | look forward to seeing all of you here at home on April 1st at my retirement ceremony. For those deployed, keep up the
good fight and return home safely. In closing, | have always said that if | helped one person each day in some shape or fashion,
it was a successful day. Help each other, watch over one another, take the time to be a member of JCU, not just someone that
got assigned here or that it is your 9-5 job. Be and stay one of "DoD's Finest Communicators”, the nation is depending on you.
Soldiers, Sailors, Airman, Marines and Civilians, thanks for your support and for letting me be a part of it.

\ ~ Dookie f




VOLUME 6, ISSUE 3 PAGE 6

Below: SFC Adam Groves is
presented with the Bronze Star
Medal during a ceremony held on
4Feb 11

Above: SFC Dennis Smith is
promoted to MSG by his daughter
Brianna during a ceremony held on

4Feb 11
Above: SFC Chris Kudel is promoted

to MSG by his wife Amy during a
ceremony held on 4 Feb 11

Below: Major Giovanetti is administered the
Commissioning Oath from LCDR Hill after being
promoted in a ceremony on 4 Feb 11

This section features a R E T RO

current unit member. It is a
look back before all of those J C U
military regulations, haircuts
and discipline. Stay tuned for
the answer posted in next
months edition.

—_
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MSG Maximo Fermin and wife heather, sons Alexander, Elias, Maxwell, Marcus, and daughter Vanessa May 2002—March 2011

(G-Troop, CST, QRT)

Below: SSgt David Jones is re-enlisted by LCDR Nick
Hill to another 4 year hitch in the USMC

Above: SMSgt Petzel and Rick Watson (J-1) relish in their victory as
1SG Todd Spencer and SSgt Matt Heist pay up on their end of the
bet after the Green Bay Packers defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers in
Superbowl XLV in Dallas, TX. 1SG Spencer was immediately treated
by the docs for the burns he received from donning the Green Bay
Packers jersey of the winning QB Aaron Rodgers.

Below: IT2 Day is frocked to IT1
during a ceremony on 15 Feb 11

Left: SFC Scott Beadell is
promoted to MSG by his
daughters Madalynn,
Brianna, and wife
Jennifer during a
ceremony on 4 Feb 11.

Last month’s RETRO picture is not Howdy Doody, but
none other than SFC Kyle Roscoe. This picture was
taken back in 1987 when Kyle was only 8 years old.
There is a matching picture to this with Kyle’s twin
brother wearing a matching yellow shirt. This was the
only way his parents could tell Kyle and his brother
apart. You may have been on a jump where you saw
both of them standing next to each other and the only
way to tell which one was Kyle was by looking at the
Unit patches.
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Meet the SOROC‘ersofClass 01-1 1

Name: Justin Yoakum

Rank / Service: SSG/ USA

Enlisted: 04 NOV 2004

Birthday: 07 JUL 1985

Spouse name: Meredith Yoakum

Child: McKayla

Hobbies: Hunting, fishing, sports

Previous Assignment: 112th SIG BN (Airborne)

Goals/Expectations: Graduate SOROC course, complete college degree

Name: Kyle Kramer

Rank / Service: SGT / USA

Enlisted: 17 JAN 2006

Birthday: 31 MAR 1987

Child: Hailey

Hobbies: Camping, video games

Previous Assignment: 1BSTB, 1BCT, 82nd ABN DIV
Goals/Expectations: Graduate SOROC, earn Senior Parachutist
wings

Name: William Speck

Rank / Service: MSgt / USAF

Enlisted: 24 OCT 1994

Birthday: 10 AUG 1976

Spouse name: Misti

Hobbies: Running, working out, golfing, off-roading, and coaching

Previous Assignment: NCOIC, 644th Combat Communications Readiness
Course

Goals/Expectations: Graduate SOROC, make CMSgt, obtain Masters degree,
and make the most out of my 4 years at JCU.

Name: Philip Mistretta

Rank / Service: IT2/USN

Enlisted: 30 MAR 2004

Birthday: 29 OCT 1985

Spouse name: Mallory

Children: Gavin

Hobbies: Snowboarding, surfing, camping, working on cars, computers, art, reading, cook-
ing, and school

Previous Assignment: Camp David, Maryland

Goals/Expectations: Finish AA degree, own a house, advance to IT1, and become a
Naval Officer




VOLUME 6, ISSUE 3

PAGE 9

Air Force Promo-

MSgt William Speck to SMSgt (SOROC)
TSgt Collins to MSgt (SMT)

Army Promotions

SGT Kyle Kramer to SSG (SOROC)

Right: Adam Kelley is

awarded the Bronze
Star Medal during a
ceremony held on

4Feb 11

J N
USSOCOM Air Force Annual Award Winners
2010 USSOCOM AF Information Dominance Professionals of the Year
Annual Individual Awards
Maj Michael Medgyessy (OPS) Officer/17DXX
MSgt Oscar Campos (C-Troop) NCO/3D0OX2
TSgt Bryan Watkins (C-Troop) NCO/3D1X2
SSgt Vincent Olshove (M-Troop) NCO/3D1X3
SMSgt Delmar Walker (D-Troop) SNCO/3D1XX

2010 USSOCOM General John P. Jumper
Award for Excellence in Warfighting Integration

SSgt Kenneth Johnson (C-Troop) AF NCO

7 BIRTHDAYS %
Michael Larson 1 MAR
Brent Borden 2 MAR
Dave Brewster 3 MAR
James Jones 5 MAR
Justin Day 5 MAR
Eric Russell 6 MAR
Carl Eby 6 MAR
Veronica Zamora 7 MAR
Tyler Reese 7 MAR
Max Pawapootanont 9 MAR
Brian Zebrowski 12 MAR
Derrick White 13 MAR
Gabrial Boyer 16 MAR
Jeramy Cosner 20 MAR
Conner O'Mahoney 20 MAR
Joseph Cade 22 MAR
Scott Gozdzialski 23 MAR
Deborah Rosen 24 MAR
Jeffrey Carlson 25 MAR
David Kelly 27 MAR
Rufus Messex 27 MAR
Stephen Alexander 27 MAR
John Mosley 28 MAR
Robert Londers 29 MAR
David Smith 29 MAR
Sean Mitcham 30 MAR
Kyle Kramer 31 MAR

N 7
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